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We all know Engineers are religiously-challenged.  It's hard to be interested in anything that requires you to believe an invisible old man with a beard runs the universe with the help of His unemployed son, a ghost and a woman with an attitude about sex.  What's the point of being all-powerful if it's a family business?  And if blind faith works, why spend four years sweating bullets to get a BEng? 

So what would an Engineer’s ideal religion look like?  Or more correctly, how can I justify belief in the unknowable?

1. An Engineer’s religion must be based on a Law of universal application.  
Like the Law of Gravity or Ohms' Law - it describes reality.  Engineers are so practical  that Relativity is still a Theory but Sod has a Law.   The ideal religion would be explicitly based on a universally-applicable Law.  

· Buddhism is based on a universal Law called Nam myoho renge kyo.

2. Religion (“The Law”) must be subject to scientific validation.  
Engineers expect any law, theory, proposition or hypothesis to have Face Validity, Content Validity and Empirical Validity.  

· Buddhism is subject to validation.  Buddhists call it the Three Proofs - Documentary, Theoretical and Actual.  

3. No cheating – you’re only allowed to believe what you can prove.
Engineers want proof, not advertising slogans.  Even for beer.  Certainly for religion.  And beer.

· Shakyamuni said “Buddhism is reason”.  Believing in something you haven’t proved for yourself is just politics.  You won’t know until you drink the beer.  Go ahead – drink the beer. 

4. The Engineer must be able to chose whether or not to apply religion to his real-time projects.

Most religions tell you you have to do what they say or something personally nasty will happen, like being boiled in oil for eternity.  This is illogical.  You can’t boil someone in oil for more than a few minutes.  And if you roast them for eternity it would consume more energy than there is in the known universe.  

A sensible religion would let you apply it’s laws or not, as you want.  If you don’t use them, your calculations may be inaccurate.  The empirical model may enter what engineers call an "undefined state".  You can usually tell when something has entered an undefined state because of the engineers saying “Oh shit” or “What revision of the spec did you use?”

· In Buddhism, you can apply the Law or not as you choose.  This is called “the strategy of the Lotus Sutra”.  Because Myoho renge kyo is a universal law, if you do not apply it your state model may become arbitrary.  Buddhists call this “delusion”.  Oddly enough, so do engineers.  In the worst case things enter the most undefined state unknown to man, called ku or Sunyatta.  This is so undefined that things in it have no known state including the state of having a state to be in assuming they were in a state at all.  This is similar to an undefined reset. 
5. An Engineer’s religion must be fully specified.  Not just a tacky concept design spec, it has to have a full Functional Spec with implementation guidance.  And keep it relevant – we’re talking about engineering, not alchemy or something that needs industrial quantities of chicken blood.

· In Buddhism, the Universal Law is specified in the Lotus (or Sadharmapundarika) Sutra, with specialist Appendices (the Heart Sutra, the Diamond-cutter Sutra, the Innumerable Meanings Sutra).   In addition to extensive technical background literature there are over 2000 pages of implementation notes by an experienced Consultant Engineer named Nichiren who discovered the Law.  There is no chicken blood requirement in current releases.

6. An Engineer’s religion must be practical - fully productionised and available off the shelf in a convenient package.  Nobody likes religions that keep you going back to the shop for special tools and upgrades.

· Buddhism is available in a compact personal edition called the Gohonzon.  This is a portable lightweight system which can be easily installed in a locally-sourced chassis or butsudan.  Gohonzon are self-contained but require periodic recharging (Daimoku) depending on the severity of the duty cycle.  There is also a miniaturized hand-held version for field use (an Omamori).  There are optional extras to enhance the end-user subjective experience.  Some familiarity with the functional specification is assumed.

7. An Engineer’s religion must be well-supported.   It should be platform-independent, open source and have an international user group or industry review board.  (Unless you’re the type who enjoys working in near-real time extended UNIX or doesn’t mind Microsoft’s undocumented System Calls.)

· Nichiren’s Buddhism is fully open-source, unlike most other popular Buddhist operating systems which are available only with annual licence fees and support contracts.  It has an international user group (SGI) with support offices in over 150 countries.  

The current distribution is controlled by the user group (“Lay Society”) rather than a manufacturer’s technical committee (“Priesthood”).  This ensures that it remains end-user focused.  

The user group produces extensive case histories, installation guidance, operating notes and progress reports, as well as free consultations (“Guidance”) with experienced practitioners.

8. Bottom line - it has to be tried, tested and absolutely reliable.  An Engineer is often required to give design information, drawings and technical data which people rely on in safety-critical situations – from automobile moving parts to bridge structure integrity to real-time control systems.  If I can’t trust my own life to it, how can I ask anyone else to?  

· This Law has been extensively tested under life and death conditions.  Buddhism has no rules and makes very few promises.  Like Relativity Theory it sounds radical but works in practice.  Reality is fluid – anything can be changed if enough effort is applied, although some situations exhibit inertia (“immutable karma”).  Don’t trust the salesman – take it for a trial run.  Become a beta test site.  No charge unless you’re completely satisfied.  

"The Buddha, perfectly enlightened in the Three Bodies, takes the entire universe as his true body, takes the entire universe as his spiritual nature, takes the entire universe as his physical existence" (Nichiren Daishonin Gosho Zenshu, p. 563)
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A "good teacher" is a priest who is innocent of any wrongdoing in secular affairs, who never fawns upon others even in the slightest, who has few desires and is satisfied with little, and who is compassionate, a priest who trusts to the scriptures, reads and upholds the Lotus Sutra and also encourages others to embrace it.  Such a priest the Buddha has praised by calling him, among all priests, the finest teacher of the Dharma.
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