SGI-UK Study Department

Introductory Study Programme
Topic 10: The Priesthood Issue

NOTES FOR LEADERS

Since the Soka Gakkai and SGI separated from the Nichiren Shoshu priesthood in 1990, there has been great growth, both in terms of the membership in the different SGI organizations but also in the number of countries where members are working for kosen-rufu. Recently this reached 188 countries around the world where SGI members are practising.

Throughout the history of Buddhism, there have always been struggles between those working to promote Buddhism, and their rivals who were jealously trying to establish their own position, both in the religious and secular worlds. Shakyamuni struggled with Devadatta and King Ajatashatru; Nichiren Daishonin was in conflict with Ryokan and Hei no Saemon; during the Second World War Makiguchi and Toda battled with the militaristic authorities in Japan, and with the priests of the time who agreed to accept the Shinto talisman in place of the Gohonzon.

In The Actions of the Votary of the Lotus Sutra, Nichiren Daishonin writes: ‘Devadatta was the foremost good friend to the Thus Come One Shakyamuni. In this age as well, it is not one’s allies but one’s powerful enemies who assist one’s progress. We find examples before our very eyes. The Hojo clan in Kamakura could not have firmly established itself as the ruler of Japan had it not been for the challenges posed by Yoshimori and the Retired Emperor of Oki. In this sense these men were the best allies the ruling clan could have. For me, Nichiren, my best allies in attaining Buddhahood are Kagenobu, the priests Ryokan, Doryu, and Doamidabutsu, and Hei no Saemon and the lord of Sagami. I am grateful when I think that without them I could not have proved myself to be the votary of the Lotus Sutra.’ [WND p770]
It is not surprising then in this context that at this time of the growth of the SGI movement that the Priesthood issue has emerged. However, many members of SGI-UK may still not know the full details of how – or why – the issue developed. Viewed as an event which has liberated Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism from a conservative and inward-looking priesthood, especially at a time of unprecedented growth, the issue is something that should be discussed openly and with as much information as possible.
Please encourage your members to read the SGI-USA book, ‘The Untold History of the Fuji School’, which is available from the shops at Taplow Court and the West London Centre.
Much of the material for the handout for this introductory topic has been taken from President Ikeda’s speech at the Nationwide Executive Conference in November 2003, which you can read in full in Newsletters 5821 and 5826.  

In The Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, you may wish to look up the following references to the persecutions which the Daishonin underwent at the hands of Ryokan and Hei no Saemon:

On Practicing the Buddha’s Teachings  see page 395

The Teaching, Practice, and Proof see pages 480

The Three Obstacles and Four Devils (Ryokan is called ‘Priest Two Fires’) see page 638

The Actions of the Votary of the Lotus Sutra see pages 765 and 766
The Letter of Petition from Yorimoto see page 807

On Persecution Befalling the Sage pages 996 to 998

Letter to Niike see page 1028.

As ever, please send your feedback on this subject to the Study Department at Taplow Court. Your comments on this and all the other topics are crucial for ensuring that we can provide the best material for our new members in the future.

Thank you for supporting the SGI-UK Study movement, and this Introductory Study Programme.

